
Switch On What You Know

Activate Prior Knowledge by thinking about
the text and what you already know (or don’t
know) about the topic.

Dig Below the Surface 

Ask and Answer Questions by reading
actively, remaining curious, and asking and
answering important questions as you read.

Map The Text

Notice Structures by paying attention to
patterns, signal words, and features that
reveal relationships–on text, paragraph, and
even sentence levels–across the text.

Fill in the Missing Pieces

Infer by paying attention to what the author is
not saying and by adding your own knowledge
to fill in gaps by visualizing, interpreting
figurative language, or making predictions.

Keep a Close Eye on
Comprehension

Sum Up Core Ideas 

Summarize by actively working to connect
and prioritize ideas and/or events along the
way, so you can think, talk, or write about the
text in a few precise and thoughtful
statements.

Unlock Comprehension

Monitor and Clarify by building understanding
chunk-by-chunk (even phrase-by-phrase or word-
by-word), stopping when meaning breaks down,
and rereading to clear up confusion.




