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 Skip sat up in bed.  He had to get up.  He had a big quiz in math and he did not want to miss the 

bus.  He had not slept well.  He felt sick and his skin was hot.  He left his quilt on the bed and went to get 

his mom.  Mom had a shock when Skip came in.  He had a red rash on his neck. “Back to bed, Skip,” 

said Mom.  Skip went back and got in bed. Mom came in to check his temp. He was hot!  

 “I did pack your lunch, but I can not let you get on that bus,” said Mom.  “You will just have to miss 

the quiz.”  Skip slept the rest of the day.  Skip had to rest all day.  He slept a long time.  Mom kept him in 

bed.  She had him drink lots of water.  He did not get up to play.  The next day, Skip felt the best he had 

felt in a long time.  It was a day off, too!  He was glad that there was no class.  He had a plan to fill his day 

with fun.

 He went out to get on the swing.  When he sat on the swing he felt a sting on his leg.  He let out a 

yell!  He swung at the bug and fell off the swing.  Now, there was a bump on his chin and his leg began to 

swell.  He did not get up fast.  He swept the dust off his legs.  The bump on his chin felt big and his leg 

stung.  He had to limp back in.  “Mom, I think I need help,” he said.  “That is a bad cut, Skip.  I will get 

the stuff to put on it.  Did you fall?” asked Mom.  “Yes, I fell,” said Skip, “but I also got stung by a bug!   

I think I should get back in bed.  I am not having much luck!”

Skip is Sick Unit 2
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The Lost Colt Unit 3

 Beth had wanted a pet for a long time. When her mom and dad asked her what she wanted for a 

gift, she said, “A pet!  The kind I want most is a small colt, but if I cannot have a colt, I want a dog or cat.”

 Mom and Dad wanted to get a colt for their child, but they did not know where to find one.  They 

also did not have a stall. A colt could not be kept in the den!  Then, a man at Dad’s job told them he had 

one to sell.  It could stay in his stall if Beth fed it each day. It was not at all wild and would be a fun pet 

for a child.

 The man sold Mom and Dad the colt.  The plan was to put it in the backyard and then bring it to 

the stall at the end of the day.  Mom had a thick string on the colt so that it would not bolt off and get 

lost.  When Beth got up, Mom and Dad put a blindfold on her and led her to the yard.  When they got to 

the back, they took the blindfold off and said, “Here is your gift, Beth!”  But, there was no colt - just a 

string! “Where is the colt?  We must find it!” said Mom and Dad. The colt was lost.
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Wish Come True Unit 4

 Mom and Dad were shocked that the colt was not where they had left him. They checked the yard 

and the shed. They even called the man who had sold them the colt to see if it had gone there.  The man 

went out and checked the stalls but the colt was not in there.  

 Beth called the cops to tell them that the colt was missing.  The cops felt that it was one of the 

oddest calls they got.  They told Beth that no one had seen a small colt.  Beth begged them to find the 

colt.  The cops said they would do their best.

 Beth felt sad.  She had wished for a colt.  Most wishes do not come true, but this one had.  It is sad 

to have a wish come true and then bolt!

 She had a pet colt but had not even met it yet.  Beth hung her chin and began to sob.  Then she felt 

something cold and wet on her neck.  She sat up and there was her colt!  She hugged him and he licked 

her hands. “Mom and Dad”, she yelled, “My colt has come back!”
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Hopscotch Unit 5

 Hopscotch is lots of fun.  It was invented a long, long time ago.  It was not a fun game at that 

time.  It was used to make the men in the British army stronger.  There were lots of boxes in the old 

hopscotches.  The hopscotch could be hundreds of feet long.  The men had to hop in all the boxes with 

their splendid armor on.  The strongest and fastest men finished first.  The men who did not finish got 

upset.  They knew they would be punished.

 The British children wanted to mimic the men in the army.  They made their own hopscotches.

 Theirs were not as long as the ones the men used.  They tossed small rocks onto the boxes and 

hopped to the end.  When the children played, it was all for fun.  Even now, there are children who think 

hopscotch is a blast!
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Babe Ruth Unit 6

 On a hot day in June it is fun to go to a baseball game.  Many kids in Boston like the Red Sox.  Lots 

of people go to the games.  They yell when someone on the home team smacks a home run or strikes out 

the side.  They eat hot dogs and popcorn and drink lots of tonic.  The fans like it best when the home 

team wins the game, but sometimes that does not happen.

 When the Red Sox are not winning many games, some people like to tell an old tale about Babe 

Ruth.  Babe Ruth used to play baseball for the Red Sox from 1914-1919. He was one of the greatest hitters 

of all time.  He once hit the ball more than six-hundred feet.  He hit 714 homeruns in his lifetime. He was 

also a great pitcher.  He could strike out lots of batters.  All the fans loved the Babe, but the children 

loved him most of all.  He would visit children who were not well.  Babe knew how to make kids smile.  

 Babe went to play for the Yankees in 1920.  The Red Sox did not trade him.  They sold him for lots 

of cash.  The fans were quite mad and many kids were very sad.  Some fans said that selling Babe would 

bring the Red Sox bad luck. When the Red Sox do not win, some people think the tale is true even today.
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Adjectives are Handy! Unit 7

 By second grade, you can read and spell lots of words.  We use words all the time to talk and to 

write.  There are all kinds of words.  Some words are people, places or things, like baby, Boston and 

bench.  Some words are words for things we do, like swim, jump and cry.  

 We are lucky to have lots of words we can use when we write.  Some words are useful when we are 

trying to describe someone or something.  These words are called adjectives.  Adjectives are words like 

funny, silly, ugly, messy and chunky.  These words tell us more about the people, places and things we 

talk and write about.  

 With adjectives we can let others know if our lunch was yummy or yucky.  We can tell our friends if 

our new puppy is skinny or chubby or if our kitty is black or white.  Adjectives come in handy when we 

want to describe things!
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Aunts and Uncles Unit 17

 Do you have an aunt or uncle who is very special to you?  Sometimes kids have an aunt or uncle 

who lives close to them and spends lots of time with them.  Other times an uncle or aunt may live far 

away but is still able to call, email, and send letters or gifts to the children who are special to them.

 I know some kids who think their Aunt Barb and Uncle Ed are the best aunt and uncle in the 

world.  Barb and Ed do not have kids of their own, so they like to spoil the children of their brothers and 

sisters.  They have big jobs that keep them quite busy, but they still make time for the kids.  They even 

giggle at the kids’ silly jokes!  The kids like the fact that Barb and Ed really listen to them.  When the kids 

were young they would never grumble about how much noise they made or complain about the messes 

they made when they jumped in puddles.  As a matter of fact, Ed sometimes jumped in the puddles too!

 Spending time with Barb and Ed is a great treat.  They live on the water so sometimes Uncle Ed 

takes the kids for a boat ride. Barb plays games like Scrabble with the kids or settles down with a good 

fable story or video with them.  Best of all is playing with Barb and Ed’s dog.  The first dog they had was 

a beagle named Barney.  He died a few years ago.  The kids, and Barb and Ed miss him a lot.  The new 

dog’s name is Jackson.  Jackson is lots of fun and is always happy to see the kids. 

 Now that the kids are older, they are busy and do not visit with Aunt Barb and Uncle Ed as much.  

Barb and Ed try to stay close to them and get to see them from time to time.  Aunts and uncles can be 

very special parts of a family.
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